Youth

The Busy Little Engine (and His Friend,
Pig). 2005. 34min. Squirrel Tracks, DVD,
$15.95. Pres-K.

Biz, a hardworking, animated toy freight
train, chugs alongside real trains through
towns and the countryside, while an on-
screen hand puppet named Pig asks questions
(both silly and serious) about what different
train cars carry and how the train works. An
offscreen narrator’s practical responses accom-
pany helpful visual stills, such as a tank car
portrayed as a bottle on wheels. Biz travels
to farms to collect ingredients (butter, sugar,
flours) for cookies. Viewers then see how each
is processed from raw materials. Biz brings the
ingredients to a factory, where they are made
into cookies, which are then packaged and
shipped by rail to stores. Three original songs
stress learning through imagination and curi-
osity in this fun DVD. Bonus features include
a neat “making of” short. —Abby Alpert



