Multimedia Review
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The Horse—El Caballo: A Journey for
Kids. DVD. color. 90 min. Horsekeeping
Books and Videos. 2005. $2995 (+$3.50
s/h).

Gr 4 Up-This bilingual production from

horse expert Cherry Hill is intended for

to learn

Spanish or English terminology related to

children and adults who wish
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Family, Parts of the Horse, Horse Care, and
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sists of scenes of horses, shown
subtitles and then with subtitles in English
and Spanish with narrator Cherry Hill '~];n'f|L-
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narration in Spanish. The sentences

comes more complex as the DVD progresses
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The Busy Little Engine (and His Friend,
Pig). DVD. color. approx. 34 min. Squirrel
Tracks Wooden Trains. 2005. $15.95.

PreS-Gr 1-This animated adventure featur-

ing a wooden train and his puppet friend,

Pig, is a tale about a wooden train who pre-

tends to be a real train. It also offers solid in-

formation about actual trains. With the help
of an off-screen narrator, Busy Little Engine
and Pig explore the world of real trains and
encourage viewers to use their imaginations.
Three original, catchy songs, written and
performed by Jimmy Magoo, are age appro-
priate and complement the story line. Bonus
features include a sing-along of Magoo's
songs and a special short about the making
of the video. A nice supplement to general
viewing collections, and useful in transporta-
tion units for the youngest students.—Kirsten
Martindale, formerly Menomonie Public
Library, W1

Smart Cookie!, Vol. 2: Yay! Yay! It's Picnic
Day! DVD. color. apj
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children’s songs are scattered throughout the
luding “Mr. Sun.” “One, Two,
e My Shoe,” and “The Wheels on the
At times, production values are poor.
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the Clown puppet talking about vegetables,
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Viewers should be aware that some names for
vegetables are ones commonly used in Asian/
Indian communities and mav be different
from Western names (such as capsicum for
bell peppers, ladies’ finger for okra). This pro-
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Future Stars: An Inside Look at Modeling
DVD. color. 50 min. Blue Wood Films.
2005, 2006 release. $24.95

Gr 7 Up-This documentary visits “Future

Stars,” a modeling school and talent agency,

for a behind-the-scenes look at what goes on

in the world of aspiring models and actors.

Glimpses of runway training, improvisation

classes, make-up sessions, and photo shoots
alternate with interviews with teens, preteens,
and agency staff. Responding to off-camera
questions, predominately Caucasian boys
and !_::illn talk about their gl vals and dreams to
work as a swimsuit model, become a movie
s¢, In contrast, the director
communicates the harsh realities of “making
it i

star, or act on stag
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the small number of jobs available to children
Improv sessions are shown in black-and-white
footage and include younger children pre-
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tunity to step out of their “shell.” Some teens
realize that they may not become famous,
but agree that the classes help them become
more self-confident H;-n']illagr.mmil:-n takes

on areality show aspect where a shaky-handed

cameraman follows his subject from room to
room asking candid questions. Teens hoping

to become famous may be disillusioned, but
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